July 15, I960 



Synopsis of State and Intelligence material reported to the President 
(Teletyped to Newport to Mr. Hagerty) 

Argentina ,._V 

As I reported to you yesterday, our Embassy in Argentina is en- 
couraging Argentina to sponsor a motion in the OAS for a Foreign 
Ministers Meeting in Cuba to follow immediately after the Foreign 
Ministers Meeting on Trujillo. The following countries have ex- 
pressed support for this proposal: Bolivia, Colombia, Ecuador, 
El Salvador, Guatemala, Haiti, Honduras, Nicaragua, Panama and 
Peru. The support of Chile, Costa Rica and Paraguay is expected. 
Brazil is uncertain but is expected to give limited support. Mexico, 
of course, is doubtful. No word from Uruguay. Cuba and the 
Dominican Republic were not consulted. 

Khrushchev's Threat on Cuba Analyzed 

Embassy Moscow believes that Khrushchev's threat to aid Cuba in 
a hypothetical conflict with the US is in the tradition of the boasts 
that Soviet power saved Egypt during the Suez crisis and prevented 
US intervention in Iraq. This threat, however, applies to a situation 
and an area in which Soviet security interests are less involved. 
The Embassy believes that the Soviet motives behind the threat may 
be: 1) to recreate the image, damaged by the U-2 incident, of 
Soviet military superiority; and 2) to develop a corollary to the 
"peaceful coexistence*' line, which would encourage Communist 
parties outside the bloc as well as to answer the implied Chinese 
Communist criticism that Moscow has abandoned the international 
Communist movement because of fear of nuclear war. 

Africa 



Congo Breaks Relations with Belgium - Belgian Ambassador 
Van Der Bosch informed Timberlake that he received a telegram 
yesterday signed by Kasavubu and Lumumba breaking diplomatic 
relations with Belgium. Later, Bomboku told Van Der Bosch he 
knew nothing of the telegram and that he considered the breaking 
of relations illegal since the CabinetJhad not discussed the matter. 
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Meanwhile, Burden reports that, according to a senior Belgian 
Foreign Office official, Van Der Bosch has now received a signed 
letter from Lumumba confirming the telegram. Van Der Bosch 
plans to remain in the Congo as a "private person" directing the 
Belgian effort under military protection. Bunche will try to con- 
vince the Congolese Government that a break in diplomatic re- 
lations would be against the best interests of the Congo, as soon 
as he can find some official to whom such representations can be 
made. ,. -^ 

We have instructed Flake to inform Nkrumah that the Ghanaian jJ 

request for US transport of their forces to the Congo should be v.U^ 
made to Hammarskjold and that, if Hammarskjold asks for US 
transport, we will respond affirmatively. We have also instructed 
Lodge to inform the Secretary General of our willingness to airlift 
the Ghanaian forces. Meanwhile, a senior Tunisian Government 
official has emphasized to Walmsley Tunisia's concern over 
events in the Congo. He requested US air transport to the Congo 
for Tunisian troops. Walmsley comments that Tunisia's anxiety 
has probably been stimulated by the lead Ghana has already taken. 
We have informed Walmsley that US aircraft will arrive in Tunis 
today to begin airlifting a Tunisian contingent of some 500 to 700 
men. According to Burden, the Belgians seem pleased about 
Ghanaian, Malian, and Tunisian participation in the UN force but 
are worried about Guinean participation. In a letter presented to 
the Congolese Government yesterday, Van Der Bosch stated Belgium 
is ready to apply the UN decisions and that Belgian troops will re- 
main as long as UN troops do not have the situation under control. 

Europe 

Italian Officials Predict Change in Government - Embassy Rome 
notes increasing signs that the Tambroni Government may be re- 
placed soon by another all-Christian Democrat government, which 
probably would be headed by Fanfani with the support at least of 
the Social Democrats and Liberals. 

Khrushchev Sends Brandt Memo on Berlin - Brandt has informed 
our Mission at Berlin that when Khrushchev was in Vienna he told 
Kreisky that he felt Brandt and the Berlin Senate had an incorrect 
picture of the Berlin situation and Soviet intentions. Khrushchev 
asked Kreisky to transmit to Brandt a memorandum "clarifying" 
the situation. The memorandum has not yet been received, since 



Brandt felt it would be wise not to accept it directly from Kreisky 
and asked that he transmit it through the Chancellor or the German 
Foreign Office. After talking with Kreisky, Brandt's press chief reported 
that Kreisky had gained the impression Khrushchev now wants to 
extricate himself from the Berlin crisis. On the other hand, 
Kreisky concluded that, because of strong East German pressure, 
Khrushchev intends to sign a separate peace treaty if the Bundestag 
session is held in Berlin. 
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